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(57) ABSTRACT

A computer program product is provided for controlling an
autonomous vehicle, where the computer program product
comprises a computer readable storage medium having pro-
gram instructions embodied therewith and executable by a
processor to cause the processor to perform a method. The
method includes determining whether a primary user is
present in an autonomous vehicle, allowing use of a plurality
of functions of the autonomous vehicle in response to deter-
mining that the primary user is present in the autonomous
vehicle, and receiving and storing preferences input by the
primary user, wherein the preferences limit a function of the
autonomous vehicle if the primary user is not present. The
method further includes limiting use of the one or more of the
plurality of functions of the autonomous vehicle as specified
by the preferences in response to determining that the primary
user is not present in the autonomous vehicle.
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1
LIMITATIONS ON THE USE OF AN
AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to the control and operation
of an autonomous vehicle.

2. Background of the Related Art

An autonomous vehicle is a vehicle that is capable of
navigating roadways without a person controlling the vehicle.
The autonomous vehicle may use a variety of sensors, data
and processing capacity in order to navigate to a destination,
avoid hazards and obey traffic signs. Examples of sensors
used by an autonomous vehicle include global positioning
system (GPS) receivers, cameras, radar and lidar.

Autonomous cars are now in existence and have logged
hundreds of thousands of miles on public roads. Several
states, such as Texas and California, have passed laws that
allow use of autonomous vehicles. While the basic technol-
ogy has been largely proven and laws now permit use of such
vehicles on public roads, autonomous vehicles are not yet in
widespread distribution and use.

BRIEF SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present invention provides a com-
puter program product including computer readable program
code embodied on a computer readable storage medium. The
computer program product comprises computer readable pro-
gram code for determining whether a primary user is present
in an autonomous vehicle, computer readable program code
for allowing use of a plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle in response to determining that the primary user is
present in the autonomous vehicle, and computer readable
program code for receiving and storing preferences input by
the primary user, wherein the preferences identify a limitation
onone or more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle that should be enforced during use of the autonomous
vehicle if the primary user is not present in the autonomous
vehicle. The computer program product further comprises
computer readable program code for limiting the use of the
one or more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle as specified by the preferences in response to deter-
mining that the primary user is not present in the autonomous
vehicle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a computer system controlling an
autonomous vehicle.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an autonomous vehicle including the
control system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is adiagram of'a graphical user interface for entering
and storing preferences input by a primary user.

FIG. 4is adiagram of a graphical user interface for entering
and storing user priorities and identification parameters for
the primary user and all secondary users.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method for controlling an autono-
mous vehicle in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One embodiment of the present invention provides a
method that comprises determining whether a primary user is

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

present in an autonomous vehicle, allowing use of a plurality
of functions of the autonomous vehicle in response to deter-
mining that the primary user is present in the autonomous
vehicle, and receiving and storing preferences input by the
primary user, wherein the preferences identify a limitation on
one or more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle that should be enforced during use of the autonomous
vehicle if the primary user is not present in the autonomous
vehicle. The method further comprises limiting use of the one
or more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle as specified by the preferences in response to deter-
mining that the primary user is not present in the autonomous
vehicle.

The presence of the primary user in an autonomous vehicle
may be determined using various techniques or systems. On
example includes detecting sound within the autonomous
vehicle, analyzing the detected sound using voice recognition
to identify a voice, and comparing one or more voice param-
eter of the identified voice with one or more previously stored
voice parameter associated with the primary user. Another
example includes detecting a local wireless transmission
from a mobile communication device associated with the
primary user. Yet another example includes detection of a
radio-frequency identification (RFID) tag that uniquely iden-
tifies the primary user, such as an RFID tag attached to, or
included within, a wallet, driver’s license, key, watch, or other
item that would typically be carried with the primary user.
Other detection technologies may also be used, such as elec-
tronic odor sensors, weight sensors, and facial recognition
systems. The technologies mentioned above may be used in
various combinations to increase the accuracy and confidence
that the primary user has been properly identified as being
present.

An autonomous vehicle may perform any of a plurality of
functions. Some of these functions may be unique to an
autonomous vehicle, such as the interaction between hazard
detection and automatic steering control to avoid any detected
hazards. Many of the functions are common to vehicles gen-
erally, such as speed control, audio and video systems, air
conditioning and heating, door locks, window controls, oper-
ating modes, and the like.

Preferences or rules are input by the primary user and
received and stored in memory accessible to a control system
of the autonomous vehicle. The preferences may, among
other things, identify a limitation on one or more of the
plurality of functions of the autonomous vehicle that should
be enforced during use of the autonomous vehicle if the
primary user is not present in the autonomous vehicle. For
example, the preferences may identify a secondary user and a
limitation on the one or more of the plurality of functions of
the autonomous vehicle that should be enforced on the sec-
ondary user if the primary user is not present in the autono-
mous vehicle. The method may further comprise determining
whether the secondary user is present in the autonomous
vehicle, and the step of limiting the use of the one or more of
the plurality of functions of the autonomous vehicle as speci-
fied by the preferences may include limiting the use ofthe one
or more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle that should be enforced on the secondary user if the
primary user is not present in the autonomous vehicle in
response to determining that the secondary user is present in
the autonomous vehicle.

Optionally, the manner in which the preferences identify a
limitation on the one or more of the plurality of functions of
the autonomous vehicle may include affirmatively identify-
ing a subset of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle that may be used by a secondary user if the primary
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user is not present in the autonomous vehicle. Accordingly,
the limitation on a function may be imposed by failing to
affirmatively grant or identify that function as being available
to aparticular secondary user. Specifically, a limitation on one
or more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle may be identified by specifying a subset of the plu-
rality of functions that may be used by secondary users if the
primary user is not present in the autonomous vehicle.

The preferences established by the primary user may iden-
tify a plurality of secondary users and, for each of the plurality
of'secondary users, a limitation on one or more of the plurality
of functions of the autonomous vehicle that should be
enforced on the secondary user if the primary user is not
present in the autonomous vehicle. For example, the prefer-
ences may identify a limitation on where (i.e., locations or
places) the autonomous vehicle may travel if the primary user
is not present in the autonomous vehicle. More specifically,
the preferences may identify a limitation one or more desti-
nations wherein the autonomous vehicle may not stop if the
primary user is not present in the autonomous vehicle. Alter-
natively, the preference may identify destinations where the
autonomous vehicle may stop even if the primary user is not
present. Such destinations may include, for example, certain
types of destinations (i.e., gas stations), residences or work-
places secondary users (i.e., family, friends and coworkers),
emergency destinations (i.e., police stations and hospitals), a
defined area (i.e., a city or county), or arange of distance from
the owner (i.e., 10 mile radius). Still further, the preferences
may limit an amount of energy usage, identify prohibited or
blacklisted locations. The preferences may impose a separate
set of limitations based upon characteristics of the occupants
in the autonomous vehicle, such as the age of one or more
individual.

In other non-limiting example, the preferences may pre-
vent a secondary user from performing a function or limit
how a secondary user performs a function, where the function
is selected from accessing a media file, accessing onboard
internet, controlling audio volume, using onboard network
access, controlling volume of media performance, traveling
above a speed limit or other manners of aggressive driving,
taking over manual driving, navigating to a prohibited desti-
nation, and navigating along a prohibited route. Such limita-
tions may facilitate ride sharing and other carpooling arrange-
ments without requiring the primary user to always be
present.

In a specific example, the method may further comprise the
autonomous vehicle transporting the primary user and the
secondary user to a first destination without any limitations on
use of the plurality of functions of the autonomous vehicle,
and the autonomous vehicle transporting the secondary user
to a second destination without the primary user present in the
autonomous vehicle. This may be the case if the autonomous
vehicle is used in a carpool situation where the primary and
secondary users are headed to different destinations. How-
ever, the method may prevent the autonomous vehicle from
transporting the secondary user to a third destination without
the primary user present in the autonomous vehicle, wherein
the preferences identify that the autonomous vehicle may not
stop at the third destination if the primary user is not present
in the autonomous vehicle. In this manner, the primary user
may implement controls on how the autonomous vehicle is
used even after the primary user is no longer in the vehicle.
Traditionally, a person driving in a carpool (i.e., a primary
user) will drop off the other individuals in the carpool before
ending the trip at their own workplace, and then reverse the
route at the end of the day. By letting an autonomous vehicle
transport the other individuals without the primary user being
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present, those in the carpool may be dropped off and picked
up in a different order that is perhaps more efficient.

The preferences input by the primary user may also iden-
tify one or more secondary users as being authorized to use
the autonomous vehicle when the primary user is not present
in the autonomous vehicle. For example, the preferences may
identify a name or other identifier associated with a secondary
user. However, the preferences or some other cross-refer-
enced data storage should maintain a record, logically asso-
ciated with the name or other identifier, which includes
parameters that may be used to identify the secondary user.
For example, such a record may identify the secondary user’s
mobile communication device, weight, RFID tag, facial
image, voice sample, or password.

An association between two data elements may be a logical
association, for example, by storing a logical association
between an identifier of a secondary user and detectable
parameters for the secondary user. Furthermore, an associa-
tion might be established by storing the secondary user’s
identifier (name) in a common record or a list (i.e., arow ofa
table) along with one or more parameter. As another example,
an association might be established by storing the name ofthe
secondary user and the parameters for the secondary user in
separate records using a common reference ID (as in a rela-
tional database). The logical association between two data
elements can be established using any data storage or pro-
gramming technique.

Optionally, the preferences may identify a plurality of sec-
ondary users authorized to use the autonomous vehicle when
the primary user is not present in the autonomous vehicle. The
preferences may further identify a priority associated with
each of the plurality of secondary users. In such an embodi-
ment, when the primary user is not present in the autonomous
vehicle, the method may grant control of the autonomous
vehicle to a selected secondary user that is present in the
autonomous vehicle, wherein the selected secondary user has
the highest priority among all of the secondary users present
in the autonomous vehicle.

In a further option, the method may further comprise
receiving a request from an authorized secondary user for an
exception to a limitation, forwarding the request to the pri-
mary user and prompting the primary user to approve or deny
the exception, receiving a reply message from the primary
user approving or denying the exception, and the autonomous
vehicle modifying the limitation in response to the reply
message indicating approval of the exception and maintain-
ing the limitation in response to the reply message indicating
denial of the exception.

In a still further option, the preferences may identify an
authorized group of secondary users as being authorized to
use the autonomous vehicle when the primary user is not
present in the autonomous vehicle. Such an authorized group
might be, without limitation, employees of a certain com-
pany, members of a civic organization, or participants in a
project. Accordingly, the method may further comprise
authorizing a secondary user to use the autonomous vehicle in
response to determining that the secondary user is a member
of the authorized group. Membership in a group may be
previously determined and stored in a data file, but may also
be determined as needed by searching social media or other
data sources.

The preferences may also identify a prohibited item that
the primary user does not want to be taken within the autono-
mous vehicle. Accordingly, the method may limit the use of
one or more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle in response to detecting a prohibited item within the
autonomous vehicle. A prohibited item may, for example, be
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selected from food, alcohol, an animal, or combinations
thereof. Any item that is detectable may be prohibited. For
example, cigarette smoke may be detected by a smoke detec-
tor and used as input to a control system that limits one or
more function of the autonomous vehicle.

Conversely, the method may limit use of one or more
function of the autonomous vehicle unless a mandatory item
is detected within the autonomous vehicle. For example, the
mandatory item may be a radio frequency identification
(RFID) tag or a wireless transmitter that may be physically
secured to or within a device selected from a driver’s license,
a key, and combinations thereof.

Still further, the method may include receiving and storing
an instruction from the primary user, in advance of executing
the instruction, instructing the autonomous vehicle to travel
from a first location and arrive at a predetermined second
location at a predetermined time. Accordingly, the primary
user may park the autonomous vehicle and establish a time
and place for the autonomous vehicle to pick up the primary
user. Alternatively, the primary user may instruct the autono-
mous vehicle to park itself in an identified parking lot after the
primary user exits the vehicle. This embodiment may be used
to the advantage that a parking lot may be remote to a user’s
destination without an inconvenience to the user, such as
requiring a long walk from and to the parking lot.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides a
computer program product for controlling an autonomous
vehicle. The computer program product comprises a com-
puter readable storage medium having program instructions
embodied therewith, wherein the program instructions are
executable by a processor to cause the processor to perform a
method. The method comprises determining whether a pri-
mary user is present in an autonomous vehicle, allowing use
of a plurality of functions of the autonomous vehicle in
response to determining that the primary user is present in the
autonomous vehicle, and receiving and storing preferences
input by the primary user, wherein the preferences identify a
limitation on one or more of the plurality of functions of the
autonomous vehicle that should be enforced during use of the
autonomous vehicle if the primary user is not present in the
autonomous vehicle. The method further comprises limiting
the use of the one or more of the plurality of functions of the
autonomous vehicle as specified by the preferences in
response to determining that the primary user is not present in
the autonomous vehicle.

The foregoing computer program products may further
include program instructions for implementing or initiating
any one or more aspects of the methods described herein.
Accordingly, a separate description of the methods will not be
duplicated in the context of a computer program product.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a computer system 10 controlling an
autonomous vehicle. The system 10 may include a processor
12, memory 14, a DC power source or battery 16, a Radar or
Lidar unit 18, one or more cameras 28, and an audio codec 20
coupled to a speaker 22 and a microphone 24. One or more
detectors 26 are included for detecting identification param-
eters associated with occupants or users within the autono-
mous vehicle. Such detectors 26 may include a camera pro-
viding input for facial recognition, a microphone for
providing input for voice recognition, weight sensors for
measuring each occupant’s weight, or other detectors. The
computer system 10 further includes a vehicle control inter-
face 30 which provides signals to a steering controller 32 and
a speed controller 34. Other components may also be
included.

The system 10 may also include a Wi-Fi transceiver 40 and
corresponding antenna 42 allowing the system to communi-
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6

cate with a Wi-Fi router 54, a mobile communications trans-
ceiver 44 and corresponding antenna 46 allowing the system
to communicate over a mobile/cellular/satellite network 58,
and a global positioning system (GPS) transceiver 48 and
corresponding antenna 50 allowing the system to obtain sig-
nals from a global positioning system or satellites 60. In a
non-limiting example, the mobile/cellular/satellite network
58 may be connected to a global communications network 56,
such as the Internet. Accordingly, the mobile/cellular/satellite
network 58 may include or access a first data source 59, such
as a server, for the purpose of obtaining navigation data.
Alternatively, navigation data may be obtained from a second
data source 55 via the Wi-Fi router 54. As shown, the memory
14 stores vehicle function control logic 62, preferences data
64, primary and secondary user identification parameters 66,
and a voice recognition and/or facial recognition module 68.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an autonomous vehicle 70 including
the control system of FIG. 1. Only a portion of the control
system 10 of FIG. 1 is shown in FIG. 2, but it will be under-
stood that the entire control system may be incorporated into
the autonomous vehicle 70. As shown, the vehicle 70 include
the processor 12, memory 14 and vehicle control interface 30.
The vehicle also includes one or more detectors 26, which are
shown as a dash mounted device but may be integrated into
one or more components of the vehicle. The one or more
detectors 26 may include a camera providing input for facial
recognition, a microphone for providing input for voice rec-
ognition, weight sensors for measuring each occupant’s
weight, an electronic nose for detecting odors, or other detec-
tors.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a graphical user interface 80 for
entering and storing preferences input by a primary user.
While the autonomous vehicle may store and utilize addi-
tional preferences, the preferences shown in the graphical
user interface 80 are directed to establishing limitations on
how secondary users may use the autonomous vehicle when
the primary user is not in the vehicle. Specifically, the graphi-
cal user interface 80 includes a table having a first column 81
identifying authorized secondary users by name, a second
column 82 identifying any prohibited destinations for each of
the secondary users, a third column 83 identifying a maxi-
mum distance that may be traveled by the secondary users,
and a fourth column 84 that specifies any other limitations on
use of the autonomous vehicle, such as time, day of the week,
and media access.

A further area 85 of the graphical user interface 80 allows
the primary user to select prohibited items from a list of
options. As shown, the primary user has checked “Animals”
and “Smoking” as prohibited items/activities that should not
be in the autonomous vehicle. While the autonomous vehicle
may not have means for actually preventing an animal from
entering the vehicle or to stopping someone from smoking,
the vehicle could prevent the autonomous vehicle from leav-
ing the location where the animal was picked up or send a
message to the primary user reporting that someone is smok-
ing in the vehicle.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of a graphical user interface 90 for
entering and storing user identification parameters for the
primary user and all secondary users. A representative table
includes a first column 91 identifying a user name, a second
column 92 identifying whether the user is the primary user or
a secondary user, and a third column 93 specifying a priority
for each of the secondary users. Since the primary user does
not have limitations on the functions of the autonomous
vehicle that may be used, the primary user is not listed in the
first graphical user interface 80 of FIG. 3. Still, the primary
user is identified in the second graphical user interface 90 of



US 9,205,805 B2

7

FIG. 4 for the purpose of determining whether the primary
user is present in the autonomous vehicle. The secondary user
priority specified in the third column 93 is for determining
which one of multiple secondary users can control the
autonomous vehicle if the primary user is not present.

A fourth column 94 identifies an identification for a mobile
communication device associated with each user, and a fifth
column 95 identifies the availability of a voice sample for
voice recognition or a facial image for facial recognition.
Other types of identifying information may also be used as
available. In one example, a mobile communication device
being carried with a secondary user will be detected by a short
range wireless device, such as a BLUETOOTH device (main-
tained by the Bluetooth Special Interest Group and standard-
ized in IEEE 802.15.1). Where a facial image is available in
memory, an image captured by a camera (i.e., one of the
detectors 26 of FIGS. 1-2) may be used to identify occupants
of'the vehicle. Similarly, where a voice sample is available in
memory, sounds captured by a microphone within the vehicle
(i.e., one of the detectors 26 of FIGS. 1-2) may be used to
identify occupants of the vehicle. Combinations of voice
recognition, facial recognition, and other detection methods
may be used to increase the accuracy of identifying occu-
pants, such as where an occupant is wearing sunglasses that
inhibit facial recognition.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method 100 for controlling an
autonomous vehicle in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention. In step 102, the method determines
whether a primary user is present in an autonomous vehicle.
In step 104, the method allows use of a plurality of functions
of'the autonomous vehicle in response to determining that the
primary user is present in the autonomous vehicle. Prefer-
ences input by the primary user are received and stored in step
106, wherein the preferences identify a limitation on one or
more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous vehicle
that should be enforced during use of the autonomous vehicle
if the primary user is not present in the autonomous vehicle.
Step 108 limits the use of the one or more of the plurality of
functions of the autonomous vehicle as specified by the pref-
erences in response to determining that the primary user is not
present in the autonomous vehicle.

The present invention may be a system, a method, and/or a
computer program product. The computer program product
may include a computer readable storage medium (or media)
having computer readable program instructions thereon for
causing a processor to carry out aspects of the present inven-
tion.

The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible
device that can retain and store instructions for use by an
instruction execution device. The computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but is not limited to, an elec-
tronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an optical
storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a semicon-
ductor storage device, or any suitable combination of the
foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific examples of
the computer readable storage medium includes the follow-
ing: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random
access memory (RAM), aread-only memory (ROM), an eras-
able programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), a static random access memory (SRAM), a por-
table compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), a digital
versatile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a floppy disk, a
mechanically encoded device such as punch-cards or raised
structures in a groove having instructions recorded thereon,
and any suitable combination of the foregoing. A computer
readable storage medium, as used herein, is not to be con-
strued as being transitory signals per se, such as radio waves
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or other freely propagating electromagnetic waves, electro-
magnetic waves propagating through a waveguide or other
transmission media (e.g., light pulses passing through a fiber-
optic cable), or electrical signals transmitted through a wire.

Computer readable program instructions described herein
can be downloaded to respective computing/processing
devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an
external computer or external storage device via a network,
for example, the Internet, a local area network, a wide area
network and/or a wireless network. The network may com-
prise copper transmission cables, optical transmission fibers,
wireless transmission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway
computers and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or
network interface in each computing/processing device
receives computer readable program instructions from the
network and forwards the computer readable program
instructions for storage in a computer readable storage
medium within the respective computing/processing device.

Computer readable program instructions for carrying out
operations of the present invention may be assembler instruc-
tions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) instructions,
machine instructions, machine dependent instructions,
microcode, firmware instructions, state-setting data, or either
source code or object code written in any combination of one
or more programming languages, including an object ori-
ented programming language such as Java, Smalltalk, C++ or
the like, and conventional procedural programming lan-
guages, such as the “C” programming language or similar
programming languages. The computer readable program
instructions may execute entirely on the user’s computer,
partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software pack-
age, partly on the user’s computer and partly on a remote
computer or entirely on the remote computer or server. In the
latter scenario, the remote computer may be connected to the
user’s computer through any type of network, including a
local area network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or
the connection may be made to an external computer (for
example, through the Internet using an Internet Service Pro-
vider). In some embodiments, electronic circuitry including,
for example, programmable logic circuitry, field-program-
mable gate arrays (FPGA), or programmable logic arrays
(PLA) may execute the computer readable program instruc-
tions by utilizing state information of the computer readable
program instructions to personalize the electronic circuitry, in
order to perform aspects of the present invention.

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems), and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer readable program instructions.

These computer readable program instructions may be pro-
vided to a processor of a general purpose computer, special
purpose computer, or other programmable data processing
apparatus to produce a machine, such that the instructions,
which execute via the processor of the computer or other
programmable data processing apparatus, create means for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks. These computer read-
able program instructions may also be stored in a computer
readable storage medium that can direct a computer, a pro-
grammable data processing apparatus, and/or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the computer read-
able storage medium having instructions stored therein com-
prises an article of manufacture including instructions which
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implement aspects of the function/act specified in the flow-
chart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The computer readable program instructions may also be
loaded onto a computer, other programmable data processing
apparatus, or other device to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other device to produce a computer implemented
process, such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter, other programmable apparatus, or other device imple-
ment the functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or por-
tion of instructions, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical
function(s). In some alternative implementations, the func-
tions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted in the
figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession may, in
fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the blocks
may sometimes be executed in the reverse order, depending
upon the functionality involved. It will also be noted that each
block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, and
combinations of blocks in the block diagrams and/or flow-
chart illustration, can be implemented by special purpose
hardware-based systems that perform the specified functions
or acts or carry out combinations of special purpose hardware
and computer instructions.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of'stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, com-
ponents and/or groups, but do not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps, opera-
tions, elements, components, and/or groups thereof. The
terms “preferably,” “preferred,” “prefer,” “optionally,”
“may,” and similar terms are used to indicate that an item,
condition or step being referred to is an optional (not
required) feature of the invention.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or steps plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but it is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer program product for controlling an autono-
mous vehicle, the computer program product comprising a
computer readable storage medium having program instruc-
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tions embodied therewith, the program instructions execut-
able by a processor to cause the processor to perform a
method comprising:

determining whether a primary user is present in an
autonomous vehicle;

allowing use of a plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle in response to determining that the primary user
is present in the autonomous vehicle;

receiving and storing preferences input by the primary
user, wherein the preferences identify a limitation on
one or more of the plurality of functions of the autono-
mous vehicle that should be enforced during use of the
autonomous vehicle if the primary user is not present in
the autonomous vehicle; and

limiting the use of the one or more of the plurality of
functions of the autonomous vehicle as specified by the
preferences in response to determining that the primary
user is not present in the autonomous vehicle.

2. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
preferences identify a secondary user and a limitation on the
one or more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle that should be enforced on the secondary user if the
primary user is not present in the autonomous vehicle.

3. The computer program product of claim 2, wherein the
method further comprises:

determining whether the secondary user is present in the
autonomous vehicle; and

wherein limiting the use of the one or more of the plurality
of functions of the autonomous vehicle as specified by
the preferences in response to determining that the pri-
mary user is not present in the autonomous vehicle,
includes limiting the use of the one or more of the plu-
rality of functions of the autonomous vehicle that should
be enforced on the secondary user if the primary user is
not present in the autonomous vehicle in response to
determining that the secondary user is present in the
autonomous vehicle.

4. The computer program product of claim 2, wherein the
preferences identify a limitation on the one or more of the
plurality of functions of the autonomous vehicle by identify-
ing a subset of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle that may be used by a secondary user if the primary
user is not present in the autonomous vehicle.

5. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
preferences identify a plurality of secondary users and, for
each of the plurality of secondary users, a limitation on one or
more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous vehicle
that should be enforced on the secondary user if the primary
user is not present in the autonomous vehicle.

6. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
preferences identify a limitation on one or more of the plu-
rality of functions of the autonomous vehicle by identifying a
subset of the plurality of functions that may be used by sec-
ondary users if the primary user is not present in the autono-
mous vehicle.

7. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
preferences identify a limitation on where the autonomous
vehicle may travel if the primary user is not present in the
autonomous vehicle.

8. The computer program product of claim 7, wherein the
preferences identify a limitation one or more destinations
wherein the autonomous vehicle may not stop if the primary
user is not present in the autonomous vehicle.
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9. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the
method further comprises:

causing the autonomous vehicle to transport the primary

user and the secondary user to a first destination without
any limitations on use of the plurality of functions of the
autonomous vehicle;

causing the autonomous vehicle to transport the secondary

user to a second destination without the primary user
present in the autonomous vehicle; and

preventing the autonomous vehicle from transporting the

secondary user to a third destination without the primary
user present in the autonomous vehicle, wherein the
preferences identify that the autonomous vehicle may
not stop at the third destination if the primary user is not
present in the autonomous vehicle.

10. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
preferences identify one or more secondary users as being
authorized to use the autonomous vehicle when the primary
user is not present in the autonomous vehicle.

11. The computer program product of claim 10, wherein
the preferences identify a plurality of secondary users autho-
rized to use the autonomous vehicle when the primary user is
not present in the autonomous vehicle, wherein the prefer-
ences further identify a priority associated with each of the
plurality of secondary users, and wherein the method further
comprises:

granting control of the autonomous vehicle to a selected

secondary user that is present in the autonomous vehicle
when the primary user is not present in the autonomous
vehicle, wherein the selected secondary user has the
highest priority among all of the secondary users present
in the autonomous vehicle.

12. The computer program product of claim 10, wherein
the method further comprises:

receiving a request from an authorized secondary user for

an exception to a limitation;

forwarding the request to the primary user and prompting

the primary user to approve or deny the exception;
receiving a reply message from the primary user approving
or denying the exception; and

modifying the limitation in response to the reply message

indicating approval of the exception and maintaining the
limitation in response to the reply message indicating
denial of the exception.

13. The computer program product of claim 10, wherein
the preferences identify an authorized group of secondary
users as being authorized to use the autonomous vehicle when
the primary user is not present in the autonomous vehicle, and
wherein the method further comprises:
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authorizing a secondary user to use the autonomous
vehicle in response to determining that the secondary
user is a member of the authorized group.

14. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
preferences prevent a secondary user from performing a func-
tion selected from accessing a media file, using onboard
network access, controlling volume of media performance,
traveling above a speed limit, navigating to a prohibited des-
tination, and navigating along a prohibited route.

15. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein
determining whether the primary user is present in an autono-
mous vehicle includes detecting sound within the autono-
mous vehicle, analyzing the detected sound using voice rec-
ognition to identify a voice, and comparing one or more voice
parameter of the identified voice with one or more previously
stored voice parameter associated with the primary user.

16. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein
determining whether the primary user is present in an autono-
mous vehicle includes detecting a local wireless transmission
from a mobile communication device associated with the
primary user.

17. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
preferences identify a prohibited item, and wherein limiting
the use of the one or more of the plurality of functions of the
autonomous vehicle as specified by the preferences in
response to determining that the primary user is not present in
the autonomous vehicle, includes limiting the use of the one
or more of the plurality of functions of the autonomous
vehicle in response to detecting a prohibited item within the
autonomous vehicle.

18. The computer program product of claim 17, wherein
the prohibited item is selected from food, alcohol, an animal,
or combinations thereof.

19. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
method further comprises:

limiting use of one or more function of the autonomous

vehicle unless a mandatory item is detected within the
autonomous vehicle, wherein the mandatory item
includes a radio frequency identification tag or a wire-
less transmitter, and wherein the mandatory item is
physically secured to or within a device selected from a
driver’s license, a key, and combinations thereof.

20. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
method further comprises:

receiving and storing an instruction from the primary user,

in advance of executing the instruction, instructing the
autonomous vehicle to travel from a first location and
arrive at a predetermined second location at a predeter-
mined time.



